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Far below the 
streets of 


=e | Gotham City, 
#1 | something nasty 


BATMAN created by Bob Kane 


With his huge strength and keen 
knowledge of the sewer pipes and 
drains, it was easy for him to break 
into the City’s bank vaults... 
from underground! 


His name was Killer Croc, a former 
professional wrestler turned to crime. 

He was a “reptile man” with razor-sharp 
teeth and claws. He was most at 
home in the sewers of Gotham. 
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THREE BANK 
VAULTS ALREADY. 
WE HAVE TO 
STOP HIM! 2= 


THE SEWERS 


ARE HIS KINGDOM. 


HE KNOWS THEM 
BETTER THAN 
ANYONE. 


THERE SEEMS 
TO BE NO WAY 
TO KEEP HIM OVT 
OF GOTHAM’S 
VAULTS... 


But he knew he would 
be happier still if he 
added the gold 
sculptures in City Hall 
to his spoils. 


Down in the sewers, © 
Killer Croc was feeling 
very pleased with 
himself. 


Soon, he had broken into the 
vault of City Hall. The gold 
sculptures were on display in 
a security cage... 


It was such luck for the 
newspaper to drift down 
into his storm-drain and 
tip him off. He set to 
work... 
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INVITE HIM IN 
AND MAKE Sure 
HE COULDN'T 
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the hottest time of the year, and 
from the 


It was high summer, 
nerves were fraying in Gotham City. Everyone, 
officials at the Mayor’s office to the tramps in the 


alleyways, seemed on edge, tense and uneasy. And it was 


getting worse by the day. 


i got a report from the City Infirmary. It seemed 


that people who suffered from mild phobias under normal 
circumstances were suddenly having to be hospitalised as 
their phobias got worse and worse. It seemed like fear 
itself was stalking the streets of Gotham. 


Even I was on edge. I couldn’t explain it. Perhaps 
it was the hot weather - the sweltering days and long, 
stifling nights of high summer. The nights were the 
worst. Working late in the office, I found myself jumping 
at shadows as if I were afraid of the dark. At home, 
I was made sleepless by the constant, terrible 
nightmares. It seemed as if everyone in the 
city was having nightmares. 


Except, perhaps - Batman. 
I wondered if the Dark 
Knight ever had 
nightmares, or 
if he was ever 
afraid of 
anything. He was 
out every night as 
the situation in 
Gotham City grew 
worse, trying to tame 
and control the 
excessive crime that 
was erupting due to 
the city-wide terror. 
I didn’t envy him the 
job. Police resources 
were stretched to the 


Within the plant, everything spooked me. Shadows 
seemed to move and darkness surrounded me. I couldn’t 
believe how fast my pulse was racing. I told myself it 
was all in my imagination. 


But it wasn’t. As I looked around, something struck 
me from behind! 


When I woke up, I found myself tied up on top of 
one of the vast water tanks. I wriggled round and saw 
the Scarecrow, one of Batman’s most dangerous foes. He 
was busy adding a chemical concoction to the city’s 
water supply. When he saw me watching, he turned and 
gleefully told me he had been doing this every night 
for the last week. The potion was a ‘fear stimulant’, 
powerful chemical he had invented that heightened an 
individual’s phobias and dreads. Scarecrow was going 
to bring Gotham City to its knees through fear. 


a 


Now that I knew his plan, I was a 
danger to him. It seemed clear the 
villain intended to do away 
with me, probably by 
dropping me into the 
water tank. 
Although I 
knew my 
feelings of 
fear were 
caused by the 
Scarecrow’s 
moOLion, 1. could 
not help but be 
afraid. 


I thought it was 
all over, but suddenly 
Batman appeared. With a 
lightning punch, he 
defeated the Scarecrow. 
As Batman untied my 
bonds, he explained that 
he had added an antitoxin 
to the water supply to 
neutralise Scarecrow’s 
potion. Gradually, everything 
would return to normal. 


I asked him how he tracked 
the Scarecrow down. He answered 
that he knew it had to have been a form of poisoning, 
and that the one thing everyone in the city used was 
water - particularly in such hot weather. 


The city was safe. It impresses me that during the 
emergency, of all the people in Gotham, only Batman 
seemed unafraid. His clarity and determination saved us 
all. I wonder, does Batman have no fear, or does he 
just not show it? 
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— WHO'S HIDDEN? 


Look at the clues and write the 
answers in the grid below. If you 
answer them correctly, the name 
of one of Batman's enemies will 
reveal itself in the grey squares. 


DATMAN 


WORKBOOK 


©DC Comics 1995 
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3. The bad Person in a film or Play is this 
4. The feeling of being frightened. | 
5. A nightmare is q bad one of these 

6. Gotham is one. | 

7. Batman is the Daf Knight. 

8. Bars of gold or silver are called this 

9. The sea is made of saltyWake 
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These pictures have been taken from the story, “Behind Bars”. Put them 
in the correct order (1-6) and write the letter from each picture in the 


boxes below to find a word used in the story. 
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In the story, “Behind Bars,” Batman set a trap for Killer Croc. Help 
capture Killer Croc by leading him through the maze to the 
cage with the golden statues. 


———— 
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When you have done the maze, unscramble 
all the letters to spell a word this reptile-man can relate to! 


TZ PHOBIAS ——— 
ae When the Scarecrow poisoned Gotham City’s water supply, the : 


y citizens developed a fear of all sorts of different things. When 
— fears get out of hand, they are called 
SA 


phobias. Some of these phobias are 
written in Scarecrow’s bottle of poison. 
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Read the information below and see if you can work out what 
each phobia is a fear of then write them on the dotted lines. 
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k, a\ Arachnids is the scientific name for 
im spiders and scorpions. So, what is a 
- j 2 
We, | fear of spiders? 
~ 
a The word hydro means something to do 
with water. If you feared water, what 
fet 2) phobia would you have? 
ati 
DD) 


Clostrum was the Latin word for a closed 
place. From it we get a word meaning a 
fear of enclosed places. What phobia is 
it? 


A market place was called an agara in 
ancient Greece. So what is someone 
who is afraid of open or public places 
suffering from? 
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Some of the villains from the Batman stories are hidden in the 
Le shadows. Unscramble the words in the balloons to reveal their \ 
names, then join the balloons to the silhouette each matches. —* 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Get in touch with. 
3. Group of animals that are similar. 
6. Become smaller. 
7. Pictures in the mind of a sleeper. 
9. Smallest particle of an element. 
10. Tiny six-legged creatures. 
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CLUES DOWN 

1.Fancy clothing. 
2. It hides the face. 
4.Bees and wasps do 

this - ouch! 
5.Woman whose 

husband has died. 
8. Large number of 
things grouped 
together. 


ATOMIC PUZZLE 


When Ray Palmer puts on his special headgear, he turns into The 
Atom and becomes smaller and smaller. Starting with Ray, put 
the figures of the Atom in order as he gets smaller. Then write the 
letters next to them in the same order to describe what he is doing. 


is [ulM [Mle] 
| 2(e (RI 1 (Mie) 
3(VIT [LILA IN 
4[FeTAya 
5(D[ RI ELAM) 
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MIXED UP STORY 
The word is VAULTS. 


PHOBIAS 
Fear of spiders: 
ARACHNAPHOBIA 


Fear of water: 
HYDROPHOBIA 


CLAUSTROPHOBIA 


Fear of open places: 
AGORAPHOBIA 


ATOM CROSSWORD 


Fear of enclosed places: 
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The letters spell 
CROCODILE. 


IN THE SHADOWS 
1. PENGUIN 
2. RIDDLER 
3. CATWOMAN 
4. JOKER 
5. CLAYFACE 
6. KILLER CROC 


Two villains’ names 


were also included to 


catch you out: TWO 


FACE AND MAD HATTER! 


ATOMIC PUZZLE 


The Atom is SHRINKING. 
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BY GREGORY KEITH, 
WESTON SUPER MARE 
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Comics characters, Wonder 
Woman is my favourite. 
Keep up the excellent 


work. 
Tony Field 


London 


Thanks for your letter, 
Tony. Since you like Wonder 
woman so much, I hope you 
enjoyed the last issue of I 
Love to Read Batman in 
which the Amazon Princess 


featured. 
Editor 


Clip and save! 
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Alter Ego: Ray Palmer 


Occupation: 
Crimefighter, physics 
professor 


Known Relatives: 
David Palmer and Susan 
Taylor Palmer (parents, 
deceased], Jean Loring 
Palmer [ex-wife] 


Group Affiliation: 
Justice League America, 
Suicide Squad 


Base of Operations: 
Ivy Town 


First Appearance: 
SHOWCASE *34 


[September-October, 
1961] 


Height (full size): 
6 feet to subatomic 


Weight (full size): 
180 pounds 


yes: Brown 


Hair: Auburn 


Clip and save! 


hile still a graduate student in physics at Ih 
University, I er devoted himself to 
the study ad development of a method for 
miniaturizing objects. His experiments were going 
nowhere until he stumbled across a piece of a white 
dwarf star that had fallen to Earth. (White dwarf stars 
are stars that were originally larger than our own sun, 
but have collapsed to about the size of the Earth. 
Because of this, they are very dense in structure, 
although they have the same weight as they did at 
their original size.) 

Palmer shaped the fallen piece of the star into a 
lens and found that by placing itin his reducing 
machine and shining ultraviolet light through it, he 
could shrink objects to any size; however, the objects 
became unstable and exploded. 


Palmer carried the lens everywhere, hoping to find : 


the answer. The solution came while he was on a 
field trip with his girlfriend, , and a group 
of students. Trapped by a cave-in, Palmer risked his 
life to save the group. He placed the lens in a shaft of 
daylight under a dripping stalactite and stood 
beneath it. Combined with the cave water and 
Palmer’s body chemistry, the beam of light made him 
small enough to escape the cave, return to normal 
size, and get help to free the students. For some 
unknown reason, his body chemistry kept him from 
exploding as everything else had. 

Palmer soon perfected the beam’s effects on his 
body and reduced the controls for the shrinking 
machine into his new headgear. Calling himself the 

m, and using his unique shrinking abilities, he set 
out tochelp humankind any way he could. 

The Atom can shrink to any size, even smaller than 
atomic, and can use all of his mass up to his original 
weight of 180 pounds. The concentration of this mass 
allows him to pack a powerful punch even when he is 
subatomic. He can ride the back of a bird as if it were 
a horse, and can make himself small enough and light 
enough to ride the electrical impulses on a phone 
line, enabling him'to travel incredible distances in the 
time it takes to make a telephone call. 

The modern-day version of the Atom, introduced 
by writer and illustrator > in 


1961, is a current member of 
Ta 


and has fought alongside 
the Si e § las well. 
He has fought many 
villains over the years, 
including: 


While in 
inventor 
realized he could 
avoid being arrested if he 
could manipulate the flow 
of time. Using scientific 


prison, 


devices of his own invention, Chronos can literally 
disappear at will by moving a few minutes into the 
past or future. 


oe 
Che agent ] 
yeet improv se on the 
pa oe developed 
by one-time Atom 
villain the Bt 
lit. Using the 
Bandit’s army of 
robotic insects, the 
Sting has become a 
deadly enemy of the 
Atom. 
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Created by 
GESTALT, a group of renegade scientists, Humbug is 
an artificial intelligence designed to inhabit and 
control a variety of robot bodies. Flawed and 
rebellious, Humbug turned to crime and has proven 
to be one of the Atom’s toughest foes. 


e came to Earth 
from an alien dimension and became a botanist at Ivy 
University, where his plant experiments brought him 
into conflict with the Atom. Since then, he a 
learned his ultimate destiny: one of a handful of } 

, Super-heroes preparing humanity fr ic 
ae evollieres step. 


oodru 


Jason W 


—Robert Simpson 


BY EXPERIMENTING WITH A FRAGMENT OF A WHITE DWARF STAR THAT 
HAP FALLEN TO EARTH, SCIEN TIS] FAY PALMER UNLOCKED THE SECRET 
OF HLIMAN MUINATLURIZATION. NOW, HE USES THAT POWER 7O 
EXPLORE THE UNKNOWN ANP PROTECT THE INNOCENT AS.., 


MVOMIGHT AT IVY TOWN LIIVERESIT he WHERE tel NAWARE OF THE COLL, LNFEELING EVES 
RAY PALMER WORKS FEVERISHLY IN HIS LAB... THAT FOLLOW A/S EVERY MIOVE/ 


I KNOW MOST OF 
MY BOPY’S MASS VANISHES 
INTO ANOTHER DIMENSION 
WHEN I SHRINK-- 


--BUT UNTIL I 
CAME UP WITH THIS 
TRACING EXPERIMENT 
I'VE NEVER BEEN ABLE 
TO SEE WHAT EXACTLY 
HAPPENS TO iT! 


meg 

Rl Neer” 
AS THE ATOM REDUCES 7O SX INCHES 
IN HEIGHT, THE INSECT INTRLICERS 


STP FROM THEM SILENT VIGIL AS JF 
CONTROLLE® BY A SINGLE WiLL! 


START _ KEVIN ——s CHARLES 


ME MAIKE RICK 
PEVER PAROBECK BURCHETT CHAIFETZ CUNNINGHAM KOCHMAN 
WRITER PENCILLER INKER COLORIST LETTERER EDITOR 
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INSECTS / 
ALL DIFFERENT 
SPECIES- - SWARMING 
TOGETHER -- 2? 


I CAN’ 
ate 


=i 
CHANGE S/ZE 
WI! eas 


IT'S LIKE SOME 7S i CORRECT, ge 
WEIRD DREAM! INSECTS | j PALMER! THAT 
DON'T GANG LIP TO = a SX MEANS ME’ 
UNDRESS PEOPLE,,, = = , 


JUST 
AS I THOUGHT! 


THEY LOOK REAL... 
BUT THEY FEEL 
LIKE MET7AL/ 
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you WAND MAKE NO 
KNOW, YOU MISTAKE. PALMER! 
NEVER SHOULD | ZAM vole ENEM-- 
HAVE REVEALED 
YOUR SECRET 
IPENTITY TO | 'S-EVER SINCE YOL/ 
THE WORLD! SHRANK ME .7TO 
<) TH/S RIDICLILOL/S 
IT'S BESTTO | SIZE AND LEFT 
STAY HIDDEN | ME TOFEND FOR 
WHEN YOUNE | AI¥SELES~ 
MADE ENEMIES 
AS DANGEROUS 


CAME FOR! 


IT WAS THE BEST _ 


WAY I KNEW TO PROTECT j YOU’ RE 


THE WORLD FROM YOU 


MAKING 
AND YOUR MURDEROUS A BIG 
CROMES / = : MISTAKE-- 


GET HIM, 
WwIDOW-- 


REGAINING X 
MY FLILL HEIGHT 
WHILE yOu STAY 
TRAPPED AT SHc 
INCHES DOESN'T 

SOUND LIKEA 


MISTAKE TO MELE 
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IN FACT, _ [i 
IT'S WHAT I fim 
CAME HERE |@ 

. FORRRA-- |e 


RRAAAARRRI/ € SIN EIKS 


~ ALL RIGHT 
7 WIBOW-=LET'S 
‘ GET THIS OVER 
WITH -- 
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--BEFORE - 

YOUR BOSS 

DESTROYS MY 
LAB! 


SD LNVA! E 
J ee 


CONTAC7-- 
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WHILE HE‘S IN 
THIS MINDLESS STATE, L 
MIGHT BE ABLE TO SEIZE 
MENTAL CONTROL OF THE 
COSTUME -- 


AARRRHA LL 


ME ONS 
CEN! 
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DON’T BOTHER 
CALLING YOUR ROBOTS. 
I DISABLED YOUR 
TRANSMITTER, AND_ THE 
POLICE ARE ON THEIR 


WHAAA--% 
WHAT DID YOU 
DO TO ME, 


- 


PALMER 7 


THAT'S WHAT I THOUGHT, 
BUT WHEN THE MONITOR 
SHOWED MIX MASS WITH MY 
YOU JUST CAN'T IMAGE, I KNEW IT COULDN'T DON'T 
USE MY SLUT! IT’S NOT BE ADDED TO ANYONE BUT BORROW 
ATTUNED TO YOUR iE! My STUFF 
MASS, WITHOUT 
ASKIVG/ 


WHAT ARE 
YOU TALKING 
ABOUT? MASS 

IS MASS/ 
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BAIN ATL 


“Batman Rescues...Bruce Wayne?” 
Gotham’s benevolent billionaire is 
taken hostage by Batman's arch 
enemy, the Penguin. Robin must 
find a way of rescuing Bruce Wayne 
without revealing that the billionaire 

is really 
Gotham’s 
hero - Batman 
himself. 

You'll have 
to wait for 
issue five to 
find out 
whether Robin 
succeeds or 
not! 


BATMALL 


Simply fill in this form or a 
copy of it and send it to: 
| Love to Read BATMAN 
Subscriptions 
PO Box 505 
Leicester 
LE99 OAD 
Or ring us, quoting your credit 


card number on: 


e2; 


Do you like bats? In 
our next issue we have 
a double page feature 
on these creatures of 
the night. Find out 
where they live, what 
they eat and if they are 
really almost blind! 


Of course no issue 
of | Love to Read 
Batman would be 
complete without 
introducing you to 
one of DC Comics’ 
other Super Heroes. 
So, next time, find out 
all about the Flash. 


ORDER FORM Beles 


Please send me 13 issues of | LOVE TO READ BATMAN 


Payment (*delete as necessary) 

. Cheque: | enclose cheque/postal order for £ 
(payable to The Redan Company Ltd.) 

Credi 


t card: Please charge & to my Access/Vi 


account. 


ly card number is (13 or 16 digits) 


Rate for 13 issues 


Europe & Eire 
Rest of world 


From 


offered by us or other reputable companies we think will be of interest to you 
If you do not wish to receive this then please tick the box 


Expiry da 


Signature 


time to time we may mail you with information on other products or services 


Alin : 
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" /Puddle-duck and Mr. Pate Fisher. Each character i is 
> dressed in tiny, removable handmade ¢ lothes and comes 
a special Collector card and personal accessories, so 
‘can spend hours of fun with Peter and his friends. 3 


’ Then, when playtime is over, you can just. opi each 


figure on its very own display stand for a rest? _ 


Illustrations from “The World of 


P Rabbit and Friends ™”. 
Enjoy sharing the wonderful adventures of Peter AraC ondort eet 160 
a 2 Frederick Warne & Co. 
Rabbit and his friends time and time again. © Frederick Warne & Go. 1995. 


Frederick Warne & Co. is the 


F owner of all copyrights and 
Also inside ie ger packs, you can collect four colourful 2 ee 


‘pop-up’ story cards on each of your favourite characters (Aeeecnirure thie 
. A ‘ | Licensed by Copyrights. 


